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The present volume is a sequel to Volume I: Negotiating 
Modernity in the ‘Long Nineteenth Century’. It begins 
with the end of the Great War, depicting the colorful 
intellectual landscape of the interwar period and 
the increasing political and ideological radicalization 
culminating in the Second World War. Taking the war 
experience both as a breaking point but in many ways 
also a transmitter of previous intellectual traditions, 
it maps the intellectual paradigms and debates of the 
immediate postwar years, marked by a negotiation 
between the democratic and communist agendas, as 
well as the subsequent processes of political and cultural 
Stalinization. Subsequently, the post-Stalinist period is 
analyzed with a special focus on the various attempts of 
de-Stalinization and the rise of revisionist Marxism and 
other critical projects culminating in the carnivalesque 
but also extremely dramatic year of 1968. A History Of 
Modern Political Thought In East Central Europe:

• Provides the first synthetic overview and unique   
 insight into the history of modern political thought  
 in East Central Europe
• Provides a comparative approach and goes beyond 
 the nation-centred studies prevalent in the field
• Challenges many conventional assumptions about  
 the history of modern European culture and politics
• Offers a unique insight into the complexities of   
 these cultures and their entanglements
• Provides an interdisciplinary focus, giving an  
 analytical framework for the reader to locate most  
 of the intellectual production coming from this part  
 of the world from 1770 to 2018
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The present volume is the final part of the project, 
following Volume I: Negotiating Modernity in the ‘Long 
Nineteenth Century’, and Volume II, Part I: Negotiating 
Modernity in the ‘Short Twentieth Century’ (1918-1968) 
(OUP, 2018). Its starting point is the defeat of the vision 
of ‘socialism with a human face’ in 1968 and the political 
discourses produced by the various ‘consolidation’ or 
‘normalization’ regimes. It continues with mapping the 
exile communities’ and domestic dissidents’ critical 
engagement with the local democratic and anti-
democratic traditions as well as with global trends. 
Rather than achieving the coveted ‘end of history’, 
however, the liberal democratic order created in East 
Central Europe after 1989 became increasingly contested 
from left and right alike. Thus, instead of a comfortable 
conclusion pointing to the European integration of most 
of these countries, the book closes with a reflection on 
the fragility of democracy in this part of the world and 
beyond. A History Of Modern Political Thought In East 
Central Europe:

• Provides the first synthetic overview and unique   
 insight into the history of modern political thought  
 in East Central Europe
• Provides a comparative approach and goes beyond 
 the nation-centred studies prevalent in the field
• Challenges many conventional assumptions about  
 the history of modern European culture and politics
• Offers a unique insight into the complexities of   
 these cultures and their entanglements
• Provides an interdisciplinary focus, giving an  
 analytical framework for the reader to locate most  
 of the intellectual production coming from this part  
 of the world from 1770 to 2018
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“The authors give us a work of reflection and learning that readers will turn to for generations.”
- Martin Schulze Wessel, 

Ludwig-Maximilian University


