
 

 

 

CEU Department of History,  

the Subcommittee of History of WWII of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 

and the Embassy of Romania 

invite you to 

15 Years Since the Publishing of  

The Report of the International Commission on the Holocaust 

in Romania  

a public lecture by  

Adrian Cioflâncă  
 

 Abstract: 2004 is credited as a turning point in the recent history of Romania and in its attitude towards the 

Holocaust. The Final Report on the Holocaust in Romania, published in 2004 by an international commission 

of experts chaired by Elie Wiesel, was officially assumed by the Romanian state. The most important effect 

of the new discourse was institutional: new institutions were created, the curricula were modified, state 

archives were open, official politics of regret were displayed, and antisemitism and the denial of the Holocaust 

were legally prohibited. On the other hand, polls on perception of Jews, antisemitism and knowledge of the 

Holocaust show a static image. Nothing has substantially changed, in the last ten years, in bad or good. There 

is an obvious discrepancy between the official discourse and many levels of social perception. Also, the 

distance between what few historians know about mass killings from archives and the public knowledge or 

what is integrated in the curricula is huge. Beside denial and antisemitism, which place Romania somewhere 

in the middle in scales of resentment from the Eurobarometer, what is striking is the refuse or the disinterest 

to know. The story of the Holocaust lacks autoreferentiality – it remained for many a marginal story about 

others, lacking in emotion, significance, and morality. In recent years, the artistic discourse and the 

alternative media have entered the scene. Theatrical plays, documentary and fiction movies, exhibitions have 

produced a new fervor that is promising for the near future.  

                                                         

 

 

Comments by Andrea Pető, Professor, CEU, President, Subcommittee of History of WWII, 

HAS 

10 May, Friday 17:30  

CEU, Nádor utca 11, Quantum Room 

RSVP by 6 th of May, 2019 to budapesta@mae.ro 

Adrian Cioflâncă is a historian. Director of the Center for the Study of Jewish 

History in Romania, he was a member of the International Commission on the 

Holocaust in Romania (2003-2004) and expert in The Presidential Commission for 

the Analysis of the Communist Dictatorship in Romania (2006). Since 2005, he is 

a member of the Romanian Delegation to the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Alliance (former Holocaust Task Force for International 

Cooperation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance and Research). Adrian 

Cioflâncă edited, in collaboration, seven volumes, the last on being Istoria recentă 

altfel. Perspective culturale (Recent History Otherwise. Cultural Perspectives), 

Andi Mihalache, Adrian Cioflâncă (eds.), Iaşi, Editura Universităţii „Al. I Cuza”, 

2013.  
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